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Michael,
Maxim makes a few chips specifically for spi—uart interfacing.
max3100, max 3110, max3111

the latter 2 come in pdip packages if you are doing this homebrew.
super simple chips and have worked well for me.

http://www.maxim-ic.com/quick_view2.cfm/gv_pk/1731/In/
Good luck

Ron
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