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I worked for a Japanese company that started off with a system
where their part number was whatever the part number of the
vendor who sold it to them was. Of course you can predict what
happened next; two vendors making two parts, both called 98243,
followed by a new numbering system.

I asked them how the system could have possibly worked in Japan,
and they told me they simply asked the vendors not to use the
same part numbers...

.
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