
Re: Geography skills report

Source: http://sci.tech−archive.net/Archive/sci.geo.geology/2006−05/msg00143.html

From: "will1" <wille1@xxxxxxxxxxxx>• 
Date: Sun, 7 May 2006 11:23:57 −0700• 

By definition, the average I.Q. is 100... 100! Three out of five folks are
functionally illiterate. "They don't have bread,then let them eat cake". SO
FUCK'N WHAT? DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. Will E.

"Aidan Karley" <doIlookDAFTenoughTOpost@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx>
wrote in message
news:VA.00000e3b.1a17e240@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Not strictly geological, but since both geographers and geologists
have a slight need to know
where they are, this report from National Geographic and A.N.Other group
may be of interest :
http://www9.nationalgeographic.com/roper2006/pdf/RoperPoll2006.pdf
I would also anticipate that there will be the usual screaming of
the killfile claiming that
I'm being anti−American by posting this. But since it's an (a couple?) of
American organisations
carrying out the surveys and publishing the results.
To be honest, I wouldn't expect the results to be *much* different
in kind if the survey were
to be repeated in Britain, in a European scale of "local". Viz, where the
study cited finds that :

Two−thirds (67%) can find Louisiana on a U.S. map and half (52%) can find
Mississippi . leaving a third or more who cannot find these states, in
spite of
months of intensive media coverage of the 2005 hurricanes and their
aftermath.
o Moreover, half (50%) cannot find New York State, even though it is the
third
most populous state in the union, after California and Texas.

For questioning a Brit or a Dane (not to be too Anglo−centric) one would
need to choose an example
like questions about the course of the Danube on grounds of distance from
the most populous countries
of Europe and recent natural disasters. How many fellow Brits could answer
several questions around
this topic correctly? I doubt that the results would be hugely different.
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(I'll leave Carsten to
answer for the Danes themselves.)

Young Americans appear to stick close to home, reporting limited contact
with other
cultures outside the U.S.
o Three−quarters (74%) have traveled to another state in the past year,
but seven
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