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Mxsmanic wrote:
> John Atkinson writes:
>
>
>>None of my references mention this as a possible realisation of this vowel
>>in any variety of North American English. Are you sure you're not Scots?
>
>
> I'm not. Are phonologists certain that this is really a diphthong? The
> second vowel must be extraordinarily faint.

Doesn't take a phonologist! Ask any teacher of foreign languages to
Americans. Getting rid of that diphthong in the beginner's
pronunciation of Spanish or Japanese or etc. is a major problem.

Bart Mathias
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