
Re: interview question on primes

Source: http://sci.tech−archive.net/Archive/sci.math/2008−02/msg04406.html

From: "Peter Webb" <webbfamily@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx>• 
Date: Wed, 27 Feb 2008 15:50:59 +1100• 

Separating good from bad at interview time is not so easy, but a
simple challenger exercise, at the level of difficulty of the one
being discussed, is not so bad as a quick test, at least to filter out

(1) those who are incompetent mathematically

(2) those who have no design skills

(3) those who can't program their way out of a paper bag

(4) those who write overly complex code when the context of the
situation (interview time, on the spot) calls for simplicity.

And (5) have no attention to detail, like myself when I didn't stop my sieve at sqrt(b) in the psuedocode I
posted. Honestly, if I was going for the job, I would have checked though.
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