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About 2 weeks ago, during a night−time shift, I was suturing up a deep
wound on a patient. The patient was a male, and a chronic IV drug
user. He was Hep C − positive, had liver enzymes drastically higher
than normal, and had just started taking the meds for hep C
treatment.

His wound at the time was bleeding heavily.

When suturing, I passed the suturing needle from one side of the wound
to another with my fingers. I do remember having grabbed the sharp end
of the needle in the middle of suturing and then stuck it into the
other side of the wound. ( all using my fingers instead of a
hemostat )

I wasn't injured ( at least not to my knowledge; maybe I was stuck
"microscopically" ? ) in the process. I didn't bleed and gloves were
not visibly punctured, although I remember grabbing the suturing
needle by its sharp tips. It was a pretty stupid thing to do.

Is this an occupational exposure? Should I worry about having
contracted Hep C ?
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