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Here's another take on the situation:

http://www.opinionjournal.com/editorial/feature.html|?id=110007999

KATH wrote:

*IT DOES NOT MAKE ME FEEL ANY MORE SECURE IF GW DID NOT KNOW
ABOUT THE

PORT DEAL. WHO IS RUNNING THE WHITE HOUSE THESE DAYS? <META
CONTENT=\"MSHTML 6.00.2800.1528\" NAME=GENERATOR>***

WHITE HOUSE SAYS BUSH DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT PORT DEAL
CITING NATIONAL SECURITY, LAWMAKERS BRUSH ASIDE VETO THREAT
BY TED BRIDIS, AP

"THEY OUGHT TO LISTEN TO WHAT | HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THIS. THEY'LL
LOOK

AT THE FACTS AND UNDERSTAND THE CONSEQUENCES OF WHAT THEY'RE

GOING TO
DO. BUT IF THEY PASS A LAW, I'LL DEAL WITH IT WITH A VETO."
—— PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH

WASHINGTON (FEB. 22) - PRESIDENT BUSH WAS UNAWARE OF THE PENDING

SALE

OF SHIPPING OPERATIONS AT SIX MAJOR U.S. SEAPORTS TO A STATE-OWNED

BUSINESS IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES UNTIL THE DEAL ALREADY HAD
BEEN

APPROVED BY HIS ADMINISTRATION, THE WHITE HOUSE SAID WEDNESDAY.

<!-- /IPARAGRAPH OBJECT ——>DEFENDING THE DEAL ANEW, THE
ADMINISTRATION

ALSO SAID THAT IT SHOULD HAVE BRIEFED CONGRESS SOONER ABOUT THE

TRANSACTION, WHICH HAS TRIGGERED A MAJOR POLITICAL BACKLASH
AMONG BOTH
REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS.
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BUSH ON TUESDAY BRUSHED ASIDE OBJECTIONS BY LEADERS IN THE SENATE
AND

HOUSE THAT THE $6.8 BILLION SALE COULD RAISE RISKS OF TERRORISM AT
AMERICAN PORTS. IN A FORCEFUL DEFENSE OF HIS ADMINISTRATION'S
EARLIER

APPROVAL OF THE DEAL, HE PLEDGED TO VETO ANY BILL CONGRESS MIGHT
APPROVE TO BLOCK THE AGREEMENT.

BUT LAWMAKERS DETERMINED TO CAPSIZE THE PENDING SALE SAID BUSH'S
SURPRISE VETO THREAT WON'T DETER THEM.

\W'l WILL FIGHT HARDER THAN EVER FOR THIS LEGISLATION, AND IF IT IS
VETOED | WILL FIGHT AS HARD AS | CAN TO OVERRIDE IT,\\" SAID REP. PETE
KING, R-N.Y., CHAIRMAN OF THE HOMELAND SECURITY COMMITTEE. KING
AND

DEMOCRATIC SEN. CHARLES SCHUMER OF NEW YORK SAID THEY WILL
INTRODUCE

EMERGENCY LEGISLATION TO SUSPEND THE PORTS DEAL.

<!-- /PARAGRAPH OBJECT ——>ANOTHER DEMOCRAT, SEN. BOB MENENDEZ OF
NEW

JERSEY, URGED HIS COLLEAGUES TO FORCE BUSH TO WIELD HIS VETO,
WHICH

BUSH —- IN HIS SIXTH YEAR IN OFFICE —— HAS NEVER DONE. \\"WE SHOULD
REALLY TEST THE RESOLVE OF THE PRESIDENT ON THIS ONE BECAUSE WHAT
WE'RE

REALLY DOING IS SECURING THE SAFETY OF OUR PEOPLE.\\\"

WHITE HOUSE COUNSELOR DAN BARTLETT SAID WEDNESDAY THE UAE
COMPANY,

DUBAI PORTS, \\"IS A REPUTABLE FIRM THAT WENT THROUGH A
CONGRESSIONALLY APPROVED VETTING PROCESS.\\\" HE SAID THE U.S. HAS
\WTHE NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS TO MAKE SURE THAT THE SECURITY OF
OUR

COUNTRY IS IN PLACE\W" AND THAT REJECTING THE DEAL WOULD SEND \\"A
DANGEROUS SIGNAL TO PEOPLE OVERSEAS THAT AMERICA PLAYS
FAVORITES.\\\"

\W'THE PRESIDENT WANTS THIS DEAL TO GO FORWARD BECAUSE IT WAS
FOLLOWED

BY THE BOOK AND HE WANTS CONGRESS TO UNDERSTAND THAT \\\"
BARTLETT SAID

ON CBS'\\"THE EARLY SHOW.\\" HE TOLD FOX NEWS CHANNEL THAT BUSH
FELT

STRONGLY THAT \W'WE NEED TO BE ADDING STRATEGIC PARTNERS\\\" IN THE
MIDEAST.

BUT SEN. JOSEPH BIDEN, D-DEL., SAID THE BIPARTISAN OPPOSITION TO THE
DEAL INDICATED \\"A LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN THE ADMINISTRATION\\\" ON
BOTH SIDES. \W'SURE, WE HAVE TO LINK UP WITH OUR ARAB FRIENDS BUT ...
WE WANT TO SEE AND THOSE IN CONGRESS WANT TO KNOW WHAT ...
SAFEGUARDS
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ARE BUILT IN,\\\" BIDEN SAID ON ABC'S \\"GOOD MORNING AMERICA.\\\"

THE FIRST-EVER SALE INVOLVING U.S. PORT OPERATIONS TO A FOREIGN,
STATE-OWNED COMPANY IS SET TO BE COMPLETED IN EARLY MARCH. IT
WOULD PUT

DUBAI PORTS IN CHARGE OF MAJOR SHIPPING OPERATIONS IN NEW YORK,
NEW

JERSEY, BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, MIAMI AND PHILADELPHIA. \\"IF THERE
WAS ANY CHANCE THAT THIS TRANSACTION WOULD JEOPARDIZE THE
SECURITY OF

THE UNITED STATES, IT WOULD NOT GO FORWARD,\\" BUSH SAID.

DEFENDING HIS DECISION, BUSH RESPONDED TO A CHORUS OF OBJECTIONS
THIS

WEEK IN CONGRESS OVER POTENTIAL SECURITY CONCERNS IN THE SALE OF
LONDON-BASED PENINSULAR AND ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

BUSH'S VETO THREAT SOUGHT TO QUIET A POLITICAL STORM THAT HAS
UNITED

REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS AND SENATE MAJORITY LEADER BILL FRIST OF
TENNESSEE

WITH LIBERAL DEMOCRATS, INCLUDING NEW YORK SENS. HILLARY RODHAM
CLINTON

AND SCHUMER.

TO ASSUAGE CONCERNS, THE ADMINISTRATION DISCLOSED SOME
ASSURANCES IT

NEGOTIATED WITH DUBAI PORTS. IT REQUIRED MANDATORY PARTICIPATION
IN

U.S. SECURITY PROGRAMS TO STOP SMUGGLING AND DETECT ILLEGAL
SHIPMENTS

OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS; ROUGHLY 33 OTHER PORT COMPANIES
PARTICIPATE IN

THESE VOLUNTARILY. THE COAST GUARD ALSO SAID IT WAS NEARLY
FINISHED

INSPECTING DUBAI PORTS' FACILITIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

FRIST SAID TUESDAY, BEFORE BUSH'S COMMENTS, THAT HE WOULD
INTRODUCE

LEGISLATION TO PUT THE SALE ON HOLD IF THE WHITE HOUSE DID NOT
DELAY

THE TAKEOVER. HE SAID THE DEAL RAISED \\"SERIOUS QUESTIONS
REGARDING

THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF OUR HOMELAND.

HOUSE SPEAKER DENNIS HASTERT, R-ILL., ASKED THE PRESIDENT FOR A
MORATORIUM ON THE SALE UNTIL IT COULD BE STUDIED FURTHER. \\"WE
MUST

NOT ALLOW THE POSSIBILITY OF COMPROMISING OUR NATIONAL SECURITY
DUE TO

LACK OF REVIEW OR OVERSIGHT BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT \\\"
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HASTERT
SAID.

BUSH TOOK THE RARE STEP OF CALLING REPORTERS TO HIS CONFERENCE
ROOM ON

AIR FORCE ONE AFTER RETURNING FROM A SPEECH IN COLORADO. HE ALSO
STOPPED TO TALK BEFORE TELEVISION CAMERAS AFTER HE RETURNED TO
THE

WHITE HOUSE.

\\"I CAN UNDERSTAND WHY SOME IN CONGRESS HAVE RAISED QUESTIONS
CVEI,’-|(I)EL'IJ'-II:|ER OR NOT OUR COUNTRY WILL BE LESS SECURE AS A RESULT OF
$SENSACTION,\\\" THE PRESIDENT SAID. \W'BUT THEY NEED TO KNOW THAT
885ERNMENT HAS LOOKED AT THIS ISSUE AND LOOKED AT IT
CAREFULLY .\

A SENIOR EXECUTIVE FROM DUBAI PORTS WORLD PLEDGED THE COMPANY
WOULD

AGREE TO WHATEVER SECURITY PRECAUTIONS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT
DEMANDED TO

SALVAGE THE DEAL. CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER EDWARD \W'TED\\\" H.
BILKEY

PROMISED DUBAI PORTS W'WILL FULLY COOPERATE IN PUTTING INTO PLACE
WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE TERMINALS.\\\"

BUSH SAID PROTESTING LAWMAKERS SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT IF
\WTHEY PASS
A LAW, I'LL DEAL WITH IT WITH A VETO.\\\"

LAWMAKERS FROM BOTH PARTIES HAVE NOTED THAT SOME OF THE SEPT. 11
HIJACKERS USED THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES AS AN OPERATIONAL AND
FINANCIAL

BASE. IN ADDITION, CRITICS CONTEND THE UAE WAS AN IMPORTANT
TRANSFER

POINT FOR SHIPMENTS OF SMUGGLED NUCLEAR COMPONENTS SENT TO IRAN,
NORTH

KOREA AND LIBYA BY A PAKISTANI SCIENTIST.

—ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITERS BEN FELLER, WILL LESTER, TERENCE HUNT,
AND

DEVLIN BARRETT IN WASHINGTON, MATTHEW VERRINDER IN NEWARK, N.J.,
AND

TOM STUCKEY IN ANNAPOLIS, MD., CONTRIBUTED TO THIS REPORT.-
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