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* From: Darwin123 <drosen0000 @ XXXXXXXXX>
« Date: Sun, 27 Jul 2008 08:45:50 —0700 (PDT)

on Wed, 23 Jul 2008
17:06:41 —-0400
<fd2dncxb0pr3ABrvnZ2dnUVZ_srin... @ XXXXXXXXXXX>:

Dirk Van de
moortel
wrote:

No,

I

don't
think

o]

either
there

will
always
be

a

steady
fresh
supply
of
retiring
engineers
and
highshool
dropouts
who
learned
to
handle

a

square
root.

The high school dropout won't have learned about the complex
plane. The operations of multiplication for negative and imaginary
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numbers have a perfectly reasonable picture, involving the rotation of

complex vectors.

Dirk,

What is the
square root
of =17

How about
-47?
Negative
numbers
can't have
square roots
huh?

I understand the definition of imaginary.

1) Most words have more than one definition. The use of the word is

determined by the context as
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