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Your right if you willing to buy one of the big four brands. They
make great instruments.

Sure, but at unreachable prices for hobbists.

Buy any thing else and you on your own. I
just fixed a cheezy cheapo microscope for a customer, well, it wasn't
really repairable but I made it less crappy than it was. They needed
it for the three weeks until their parts got here. It was a
frustrating job on a microscope with no design and darn few working
optics.

It's different in most other high−tech fields: take cell phones. The worst
cheapest chinese thing of today is still a dream machine compared to the
first Motorola phones of the '90s...
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